LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
through the mists of about a century, who has not tabooed
the old-world morality but freeing it from the mesh of
academic abstractions, has practised it in life not for the
sake of itself but because it imparts the elan vital to one's
personal and social life.
At one time, a large number of people flocked to
Santipur, on the occasion of a bathing ceremony at the
Ganges.  In the congregation, there were many scurvy
people who made eyes at the women bathing at the ghat.
This angered Vijaykrishna most, and in the red flames of
righteous indignation, he imposed upon himself the sacred
duty of training these people in the school of discipline.
At this time popular feeling rose against him, and some
people even resolved to beat him very severely if found
at a vantage. And once in the dark, they took his elder
brother for him, and finding their mistake, they fled ; but
this soon got wind, and they were ashamed of their
conduct. The result of all this was the construction of
separate bathing ghats for males and for females.
To young Vijaykrishna religion meant a spiritual
certainty, offering him strength of character and making
him work on the principle of "die to live." Where other
people used to shrink back, this very picture of self-control
and feariessness under all conditions supplied by the
Cosmic Power, stood up. The early life of the Master was
concentrated on this single motto: there should be no
defeat of the spirit ; there is nothing like the defeat of the
spirit. There may be defeat in outer life, but the spirit
is not to be cowed down. 'The waves on the shore
may be broken, the ocean conquers nevertheless/' Very
early in life, Vijaykrishna had contact with the wickedness
and perfidy of this hard world, and we shall see that as
("-d
ye§rs wept qn, he met with many adverse circumstances,
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